CHAPTER V
1827

THE two of them were now very much in love. The
seeming passionate surrender of this beautiful girl
threw Bulwer into an ecftasy of gratitude and pride;
Rosina, in the joy of giving joy, forgot that she
had afted in part from policy and came to love
the man because he was her lover. By the or-
dinary but queerly important faft of intercourse,
the situation had been subtly transformed. The
woman had indeed caught her man, but, having
caught him, wanted him for himself; the man,
thrilled by a viftory which masculine vanity for-
bade him to regard as other than a tribute to his
qualities, sought to outdo his mistress' generosity and,
by devotion, tenderness and loyalty, to live up to her
ideal of him.

He plunged into his work with renewed zeal. Falk-
land was completed, accepted by Colburn and pub-
lished in March 1827. Three months later appeared
from the same house O'Neill or The Rebel, a narrative
poem in three Cantos with a very generalised Irish
setting and dedicated, with flowery compliment and
under the disguise of asterisks, to Rosina. To her
influence also muft be ascribed the abortive romance
GlenallanJ- of which only a few (but perhaps sufficient)
chapters were written. Bulwer's infatuation invented
Ireland and all things Irish with a charm that made
knowledge unnecessary. Hence the rash venture of
a novel about a country he had never seen, and a novel
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